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Nkrumah opposes 


of innocent Africans ’ 


tests in the Sahara by the French 
Government,” said a statement issued 
last week by the Ghana Ministry of 
Information on behalf of Prime Min- 
ister Nkrumah’s office. : 


The statement continued: 


“Tn addition, the Government of Ghana 
has always strongly disapproved of all nu- 
Clear weapons, irrespective of the nation 
manufacturing them, and has frequently 
appealed for general disarmament. 


Instead of disarmament, however, what is 
now proposed is that these terrible weapons 
should be tested not amongst the people 
responsible for their manufacture, but in 
the homeland of innocent Africans. 


Strongest resentment 


“This cynical disregard for the well-being 
of Africans generally, and especially those 
living in West Africa, must provoke the 
strongest feelings of resentment and the 
Government of Ghana will not cease to pro- 
test against the contamination of the African 
Continent. 


“The, Government intends to do every- 
thing in its power to focus the attention of 
the world on them, and to give expression 
to the feelings of some of the many mil- 
lions of innocent Africans who will be 
subjected to incalculable risks. 


“These views are well known, and the 
recent statements of the Government of the 
United Kingdom seeking to assure the Gov- 
ernments of Nigeria and Sierra Leone that 
these tests will not endanger health, have 
therefore placed the Government of Ghana, 
as a member of the Commonwealth, in a 
most embarrassing position. 


Fall-out fears 


“In Africa these statements of the Bri- 
tish Government will undoubtedly be inter- 
preted as support for the French Govern- 
ment’s decision which we most strongly 
oppose, and the establishment of the Anglo- 
Nigerian monitoring stations can only under- 
line the genuine doubts and fears which are 
held about fall-out, even amongst distin- 
guished scientists. 


“It is increasingly obvious that these 
Proposed tests will not only aggravate rela- 
tions between Africa and Europe, but that 
they are already creating strains and sus- 
ptcions between them. 

“The Government of Ghana therefore 
carnestly hopes that all nations of the 
world will do everything in their power to 
dissuade the French Government from 
holding these tests in the Sahara.” 


British and Egyptian Youth Hostellers are 
co-operating in the building of a new 
hostel at Port Said in the area devastated 
by the British invasion in 1956, “ Let's 
forget all that’ was the comment of 
Egyptian students to British helpers who 
expressed regret for their country’s action. 


FRENCH TESTS : 
PROTEST TEAM 
= MEETS IN GHANA 


RAPID moves have been made in developing the international protest in the Sahara 


against forthcoming French atomic tests. The protest team plans to make a non- 


tests in : the homeland violent entry into the testing area. 


Two British members of the team, Michael Randle and 


October 9. 


Francis Hoyland, arrived in Ghana by air from London on 


ee They were met by the Secretary of the Ghana Council for 
"THE Government of Ghana has repeatedly stated Nuclear Disarmament and members of the Convention Peoples’ 
its complete opposition to the proposed atomic Party—and welcomed with champagne. 


A CALL TO AFRICANS 


A CALL to all Africans to support 

the non-violent protest against 
French nuclear testing in the Sahara 
was made in London last Friday by 
the Committee of African Organisa- 
tions. 


The full text of their appeal runs: 


The Committee of African Organisations 
welcomes the efforts of the Direct Action 
Committee Against Nuclear War in or- 
ganising a protest team which is going to 
the French testing grounds in the Sahara 
as a clear demonstration of their disgust 
at this insanity. 

The Committee gives its wholehearted sup- 
port to this courageous move which may 
help dissuade the French Government 
from committing this crime not only 
against Africans but entire humanity. 


We call on all African peoples, especially 
the political parties, the trade unions, the 
women’s organisations and the Indepen- 
dent States to give all moral and material 
help within their power that will con- 
tribute to the success of this heroic mis- 
sion. 


Constituent bodies of the Committee of 
African Organisations are: Uganda National 
Congress, Basutoland African Congress, 
West African Students’ Union, Nigerian 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, Kenya 
Students’ Association, Uganda Association, 
Tanganyika Students’ Association, South 
African Freedom Association, East and Cen- 
tral Africa Study Circle, African League, 
African Forum, Sierra Leone Students’ 
Union, Ghana Students’ Union. 


The Committee’s address is: 200 Gower 
Street, London, N.W.1. (EUSton 2763), 


MONTGOMERY-STYLE BOYCOTT 


Cape Town University students, boycotting a newly-segregated bus service, meet and 
decide to ignore an ultimatum from the City Tramways. 


APE Town University students re- 
cently boycotted for over a fort- 
night a newly-segregated bus service to 
the University from the Mowbray 
Station a mile and a half away. 
An ultimatum delivered by the City 
Tramways was ignored and the buses have 


been withdrawn. Meanwhile a ferry ser- 
vice is being operated by the students. 


“An awakening of interest in politics has 
resulted,” says the South African Liberal 
fortnightly, ‘“ Contact,” reporting the action 
in its issue 6f September 19. 

It added : 

“The withdrawal of the buses is gener- 
ally regarded as being both a triumph and 
a prelude to further campaigns against the 
system of social segregation in force at the 
University.” 


Michael Randle is Chairman of the 
Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear 
War, the British group that initiated the 
project. Francis Hoyland is a_ school 
teacher. 


France refused visas into its African terri- 
tory to the British pair last week. They 
had applied for them on October 12 at the 
French Embassy in Accra, but two days 
later the French Ministry of External 
Affairs in Paris telegraphed its refusal. No 
reason was given. 


“We are going ahead with our plans 
anyway,” Michael Randle announced, 
Last Sunday was observed in churches 

throughout Ghana as a day of prayer for 
nuclear disarmament. The Ghana Council 
is also organising rallies throughout the 
country; a mass meeting will be held next 
Tuesday in Accra. 


On Ghana radio 


Today (Friday) the two men are broad- 
casting. The Ghana radio has been making 
regular announcements about their activi- 
ties, even to announcing the schedule for 
the next day. 


Michael Randle reports that there is 
real disappointment in Ghana that Britain 
has made no official protest about the 
French tests, 

The French member of the 
Madame Esther Peter, 27, travelled to 
Ghana from Paris via London. She. left 
London airport on Tuesday evening and 
was due in Accra the following day as PN 
went to press. 

The Rev. Michae] Scott, director of the 
Africa Bureau in London and a member of 
the Direct Action Committee, is due in 
Accra before the end of October to join 
the team. 

Another participant will be an Indian 
woman, Mrs. Hemlata Devi-Hakansson. 
Several West Africans have also volun- 
teered, and there may be an American team 
member. 

Bayard Rustin, representative of the 
American Committee for Non-Violent 
Action, flew into Accra on Tuesday after- 
noon to assist the progress of preparations 
for the next few weeks. He had spent the 
week-end in London making arrangements. 

Bayard Rustin is a well-known Negro 
leader and Executive Secretary of the US 
War Resisters’ League. He was once a 
professional folk singer for five years-—in 
company with John White. 
® The French atomic bomb is not now 
expected to be exploded until early in 1960, 
the Diplomatic Correspondent of The Times 


reported on October 13, 
. . Volunteers in USA 


HREE Americans have volunteered 


to join the Sahara protest team. 
They are Bob Luitweiler, Bradford 
Lyttle and Jim Peck, staff member of 
the War Resisters’ League and Peace 
News correspondent, 

The names of the three volunteers have 
been forwarded to the Committee for Non- 
Violent Action, which is co-ordinating in- 
quiries about the project in the United 
States. No decision has yet been reached 
about American participants, 

The Committee’s address is: 2006 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania, 


team, 
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A PLACE FOR 


Christopher Farley reviews 


The Jazz Scene, by Francis Newton. Macgibbon and Kee, 21s. 
OW are we to restore the arts to their proper place in life, and bring out 
the creative capacities in all of us? The question is central to anv con- 


sideration of worthwhile living and 
right social values. 


It was posed by Francis Newton in a 
significant book which appeared just before 
the printing strike. 

We may not be able to give the answer 
with certainty, but one can see at once the 
relevance of the art of which William 
Morris dreamed: “an art made by the 
people for the people as a joy for the 
maker and the user.” 


At once we see also how far we still are 
today from such an ideal. The author puts 
his finger on an important reason for this 
failure: 

“The history of the arts is not one 
history, but, in every country, at least 
two: that of the arts as practised or en- 
joyed by the wealthy, leisured or educated 
minority, and that of the arts as prac- 
tised or enjoyed by the mass of the 
common people.” 

That is to say. there is a class basis to 
creation and participation in the arts. But 
there is also another side to the picture— 
the danger of Big Business waiting to cash 
in on any art medium which escapes 
beyond or originates outside the cultural 
élite and acquires a mass following: 

“ Our age and culture is one that needs 
periodic blood-transfusions to rejuvenate 
tired and exhausted or  thin-blooded 
middle-class art, or popular art whose 
vitality is drained by systematic commer- 
cial debasement and over-exploitation.~ 

a i=] a 

The art medium that Francis Newton dis- 
cusses in his book is jazz. “The Jazz 
Scene” is about jazz in society, from its 
position as a local idiom in the Southern 
States through half a century of extra- 
ordinary world conquest to its status as a 
serious art form. 

Jazz, like opera, is to some people an 
appalling cacophony. To others it is the 
art form to which they can feel most 
closely attracted. But to every thinking 
person it is one of the most remarkable 
cultural phenomena of the century. 

It is essentially a player's music—a form 
which has encouraged scores of thousands 
of people to creation in the musical field 
who otherwise would very probably have 
been left impoverished by a culturally 
phoney society : 

“If | had to sum up the evolution of 
jazz in a single sentence, I should say: 
‘It is what happens when a folk-music 
does not go under, but maintains itself 


in the environment of modern urban and 

industrial civilisation.” ~ 

Jazz is also a music of protest, including 
this protest against the exclusiveness of 
minority culture. Given to the world by 
the American Negro (what significant con. 
tribution to world culture have * white 


THE 


Americans made?) it has been a medium of 
protest against the social status and condi- 
tions accorded to that race. 

It has also been a remarkable vehicle for 
breaking down racial barriers, In fact. in 
Europe, during the ‘thirties, the jazz 


fraternity, the “ aficionados,” were the most 
conspicuous practising opponents of racism, 
and virtually en masse became a ratural 
part of the Left in its opposition to the 
development of Hitler’s politics. 

The young especially have been attracted 
to jazz: 


American composer Duke Elliagton has emerged as one of the great musicians of 


our century. 


This photograph by Roger Mayne is one of a scere ef thoughifully 


juxtaposed illustrations in “ The Jazz Scene.” 
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“The wild passion and effervescence of 
jazz fits in with adolescence. Young 
people find it easier than mature ones to 
overlook the formal and emotional limit- 
tations of jazz, or even its frequent 
mediocrity, for they pour into it their 
own emotion, vitality and dedication to 
make up for the shortcomings of the 
music.” 

Jazz has easily become a banner of re- 
bellion for the young--such as the stilyagi 
in Russia—and has acquired a great radio 
following in Communist countries. 

Curiously, though, its political associa- 
tions are only tentative: 

“The origins of jazz lay among that 
section of the poor which, though ex- 
tremely oppressed, is least given to col- 
lective organisation and political con 
sciousness, and which finds its ‘freedom’ 
by side-stepping oppression rather than 
by facing it: the unskilled, pre-industrial, 
big city labouring poor. Being poor and 
oppressed, they sing and play about 
poverty and oppression as a matter of 
course, 

“ Folk-song experts of the Left have 
never had any difficulty in discovering 
flamenco songs expressing bitter hatred 
of policemen and judges, Neapolitan 
ballads idealising brigand-rebels, or blues 
of Left-wing social significance. But 
equally, they have never been able to 
deny that the great majority of such 
songs, however persistent the undertone 
of resentment against poverty and oppres- 
sion, are songs of private life and per- 
sonal relations. . .” : 

= os ga 

Perhaps the book's. illustration of the 
young musicians marching to Aldermaston 
reflects a shifting emphasis, but certainly 
few musicians have ever displayed great 
political coherence. 

Francis Newton is a Marxist historian. 
He is also the well-known New Statesman 
critic, but this should not put readers off, 
for there is nothing calculated or insipid 
about his radicalism. 

Some of his chapters on the jazz public 
and the business set-up of the music are 
refreshingly new. His historical sketches, 
which inevitably lean heavily on the estab- 
lished books and publications, are some of 
the best short introductions to the subject 
ever written for the complete layman. 

The author is too intelligent to suggest 
that jazz is an ideal medium for helping to 
testore the arts to their proper place in fife, 
but he displays a wealth of insight in the 
discussion. 

The final chapter on “ Jazz as a Protest” 
is in typical vein: 

“ Popular art is myth and dreamland, but 
also protest, because the common people 
always have something to protest about.” 


PEACE FORUMS IN LONDON 


rPHE peace forums organised by the 


Standing Joint Pacifist Committee are 
to be held outside Central London on a 
number of occasions this winter. They will 
go to Wanstead on November 12, when the 
following panel will begin the session in the 
Friends Meeting House, Bush Road, at 8 
p.m.: Claud Coltman, Sybil Morrison, 
Alfen Skinner, Eric Tucker, with Stuart 
Morris in the Chair. 


‘The December forum will be in Central 
London, and the January meeting in Hamp- 
stead. 


Cutside London 


~} would be giad to hear from pacifist 
or other organisations interested in our 
helding a mesting in their district,” Myrtle 
Solomon, Secretary of the SIPC, told Peace 
News recently, She will be quite willing 
{oO organise meelings outside the london 
area if requests come in from the provinces. 
All enquiries should be sent to her at 6 
Anollo Place, London, S.W.10. 


The panel of speakers will always be 
drawn from the six badies which comprise 
the Committee: Fellowship of Reconcilia- 


tion, Peace Pledge Union, Peace Committee 
of the Society of Friends, Anglican Pacifist 
Fellowship, Methodist Peace Fellowship, 
Movement for a Pacifist Church, with the 
addition, if the opportunity arises, of a 
pacifist visitor from overseas. 
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~———By Sybil Morrison 
Principle v. 
Expediency 


Policy, Sir, is not my principle, and I am 

not ashamed to say it. There is a principle 

above everything that is politic . . — 

William Wilberforce, House of Commons, 
May 12, 1789. 


IHE Great Inquest is not yet over, 
and indeed may go on for some 
time. Last week-end’s speeches of the 
Labour Party hierarchy make it clear that 
the “ reappraisal ” may be “ agonising,” but 
implicit in them, if not all explicit, was the 
belief that it is necessary to adopt a politic 
and expedient programme for the future. 


In fact, instead of renewing, or attempt- 
ing to renew, the faith of its members in 
the principles of socialism, the leaders of 
the Party are concerned to discuss methods 
of expediency and ways of refuting Tory- 
ism, rather than to state positive beliefs in 
socialism, and explain why it would be a 
good policy for the ordinary citizen. 


Defeat does not necessarily mean that the 
basic doctrine is wrong. Pacifists, for in- 
stance, have not achieved their aim of abol- 
ishing war and establishing a society in 
which war could have no place, but it would 
be a disastrous day for the pacifist move- 
ment if, because the ultimate aim is not 
yet achieved, it should be agreed to water 
down the pacifist doctrine as a measure of 
expediency. 


When Wilberforce confronted Parliament 
with his demand that the slave trade should 
be abolished for the reason of its viola- 
tion of the principle of human rights; when 
he pleaded that it was totally evil that men 
should be treated as a commodity to be 
bartered as though they were cattle or 
goods, he was, of course, met with excuses 
on the grounds of expediency by those who 
feared that damage might be done to the 
relationship between Britain and the coun- 
tries with whom the trade was carried on. 


It was then that he said that a trade 
founded on iniquity should be abolished 
whatever the politic or expedient reasons 
for continuing it might be. His words have 
the ring of passionate truth that not only 
the Labour Party today, but the pacifist 
movement also, might well consider. 


It is fatally easy to be defeated, and to 
become apathetic because it seems as though 
ground is not being gained, and indeed may 
even appear to be lost. The lesson of the 
Labour Party’s retreat from socialism in 
order to gain and hold office is one that 
should not be overlooked. 


Pacifism is a very difficult doctrine to fol- 
low; if it were easy many more people would 
have joined its ranks and held to its prin- 
ciples. It is not easy; it is never easy to 
swim against a flowing tide; it is incredibly 
difficult to strike out against a rushing river; 
it is very far from easy to accept ridicule 
and contumely from friends, colleagues and 
relatives; it is very hard indeed to keep 
steadily going on against constantly recurr- 
ing obstacles and set-backs. 


Nevertheless, today, as perhaps never be- 
fore, more and more people are recognising 
the logic as well as the moral value of the 
pacifist case. The very fact of the nuclear 
threat has caused ordinary people, who 
never thought of it before, to perceive that 
nuclear weapons are the logical and horrible 
consequence of centuries of reliance upon 
war. 


This is given unexpected and encouraging 
emphasis by the receipt at the Peace Pledge 
Union's headquarters at Dick Sheppard 
House of more than 20 pledges arising from 
the letter in The Times on October 16 com- 
memorating the original call for signatories 
by Dick Sheppard 25 years ago. 


If the Peace Pledge Union had abandoned 
its principles, or retreated from its pledge, 
this could not have happened; it may well 
be the moment of a great opportunity; the 
opportunity to show that pacifism is a 
principle, and that no prudent expedient 
will do. 


Pg oe isan ks 


BBC Russian classes 
will be jammed 


Ss RUSSIAN for Beginners” is to be 
broadcast weekly by the BBC. 
“Enormous interest in Russian is 
being shown at the present time,” says 
the BBC. ‘“ Winter classes in the sub- 
ject at some adult education centres 
are already full.” 


The BBC points out that the radio pro- 
grammes will be of great practical value 
and interest to listeners whether they are 
attending other classes or not. 


The series of 40 weekly broadcasts starts 
on Monday, November 2. Anyone missing 
the Monday broadcasts can hear the repeat 
the following Sunday afternoon. 


The University Lecturer in Russian at 
Oxford, Dr. Ronald Hingley, has written 
the series, and he will be introducing it in a 
talk next Monday (October 26). This talk 
will also be repeated the following Sunday 
afternoon. 


For following the broadcast and getting 
the most out of them it is essential to have 
the 72-page illustrated pamphlet which Dr. 
Hingley has written. 

This pamphlet is available today (Friday) 
through booksellers and newsagents, price 
5s. Perhaps a simpler way to get it is by 
sending a crossed postal order for 5s. (not 
stamps) to BBC Publications (Russian), 35 
Marylebone High Street, London, W.1. 


None of your business (cont.) 


A FEW weeks ago I told you about 

“the censorship of the 1958 Alder- 
maston March film in New Zealand and of 
the American capital punishment film “1 
want to live” in Britain, 


Now I have news of further activities by 
the British censor, Plato Films had hoped 
to show the new East German film “ Diary 
for Anne,” which tells the story of Anne 
Frank and describes the present-day activi- 
ties of some of the individuals who were 
responsible for Anne Frank’s deportation to 
Belsen and her subsequent death there. 

The British Board of Film Censors re- 
fused to grant this film a certificate, The 
reason the censor gave for this decision was 
“The Board decided to maintain its policy 
of being unwilling to pass for exhibition 
sequences which appear in any way defama- 
tory to living persons.” 

The Board may be right that certain 
sequences in the film are defamatory (and 
since it was made in East Germany one can 
have no great confidence in its honesty), but 
it is important to note the circumstances in 
which the decision was made. 

The Board is not an official government 
body but an organisation set up by the film 
industry. Its record in regard to political 
films is not a happy one. In the 1930s, for 
instance, the great Russian films of Eisen- 
stein and Pudovkin were banned for poli- 
tical reasons. There is as much reason to 
doubt the impartiality of the British Board 
of Film Censors as there is to doubt the 
impartiality of people who make films in 
East Germany, 


In these circumstances, wouldn’t it be 
better if the public could judge for itself ? 


The naked and the dead 


So Jane of the Daily Mirror has 

retired. For 26 years now she 

has been the quick-to-strip cartoon heroine 
of the 5,000,000 circulation Mirror, 


In World War II the British Army, which 
followed meticulously Jane’s exploits, was 
referred to in the House of Commons as 
“Jane’s Fighting Men.” Apparently when 
Jane was stripped the army always attacked. 


“Tt remember,” Lord Winster once said in 
public, “at the Admiralty during the war 
no admiral ever settled down to his day's 
work until he had looked to see whether 
the young lady's clothes were on or off that 
morning, 

“During periods of bad news the Editor 
kept up morale by keeping her clothes off,” 
the noble Lord added. 

When Jane—in a very tense moment of 


People and pla 


the fighting—finally went coyly bare, the 
British 36th Division advanced six miles and 
the British attacked in the Arakan. 

lt is interesting to learn how men were 
encouraged to kill each other. But there is 
more constructive work to be done. 


Stripper Jane built up a tremendous fol- 


Perhaps Bevan should try going 


lowing, 
naked into the conference chamber. . 


Forum against ’em 


TISCUSSION of the “ establish- 

ment” has revived now that a 

book of essays on the subject has just ap- 

peared (“The Establishment,” edited by 

Hugh Thomas and published by Anthony 
Blond). 

The difficulty of talking about the estab- 
lishment is, of course, that the subject is so 
amorphous that it is impossible to be pre- 
cise about it, 


Take one example of what I would call 
an establishment activity that 1 came across 
recently, The Congress of Cultural Free- 
dom, which publishes the monthly maga- 
zine Encounter, also publishes a duplicated 
bulletin called Forum, which is sent to the 
editors of newspapers and other people who 
form opinion. Its latest issue is about the 
‘““New Left” (the people who are grouped 
around the New Reasoner and Universities 
and Left Review). The whole piece is 
generally inaccurate, from its descriptions of 
the Partisan coffee house to its description 
of the people around the magazine as ex- 
Communists, 

Anybody who knew anything about the 
“New Left” would recognise this inaccu- 
racy. But those who don’t (most newspaper 
editors, I would guess) will form their 
picture from “ Forum.” 


This is only one example. But if one 
takes into account all the other distorted 
pictures of the world that are made in Top 
People’s private conversations and in 
speeches at dinners, etc., one can see how 
an “establishment” picture of the world is 
built up and then purveyed through the 
press and the other mass media. 

This isn’t such a simple method as they 
use in the Communist States, but I’m sure 
that it’s just as effective. 


This England 


Nor was Gaitskell alone. Behind him, 
as the television screen revealed, was a 
team who shared his beliefs in empirical 
reform and advance: Crossman, Callaghan, 
Wedgwood Benn, Mayhew, Healev— 
youngish men, whose high education had 
been balanced by experience, men of 
powerful intelligence tempered hy emotional 
communion with the workers whose aspira- 
tions they represented—New Statesman, 
October 10, 1959. 

Workers! For your next emotional com- 


munion service, tune in to 
the Party TV broadcast. —Phyz 
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LONDON LANDMARK 


HEN she sells 80 
copies in a week of 

News fiom her 
Pitch in the Charing 


Peace 


3 Cross Road, Winifred 
PAJ Greenfield nets £2 for 
Funn Peace News. 

LATE Sy This keen worker for 
aes We the cause of peace is a 


well-known figure now to 
thousands of Londoners and many stop and 
talk to her about the issucs of the day. 

I¢s a plain, simple, down-to-earth job for 
the cause of disarmament and peace, this 
standing in the same place week after week 
with a bundle of Peace News, 

What about trying it out? We need the 
extra sales, not only because it will mean 
more people studying the most important 
question of the day, but because it will also 
bring in the extra money we so urgently 
need to finance our work. 

How about doubling Winifred Green- 
field's £2 with £2 of your own as a tribute 
to her work and a gift to the Peace News 
Fund? She would be delighted to know 
that her work brought a special response to 
this week's appeal, What can I tell her 
when she calls for her Peace News next 
week ? That you have sent your contribu- 
tion too ? THE EDITOR. 

Contributions since Oct. 9: £37 4s. 8d. 

Total since Feb. 1, 1959: £790 19s, 10d. 

Still needed: £1,709. 

Anonymous contributions gratefully ac- 
knowledged: Esher, Surrey, 10s.; Holly- 
wood, 2s. 6d.; £1, Plymouth Group PPU 
“In memory of Ernest Collins”; £2. 2s., 
“In memory of John M. Atkinson.” 

Please make cheques, eic., payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5, Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


for all 
news and 
views on 
the 
campaign 
nuclear 


madness 


ANOALaL 


EVERY FRIDAY 6d. 


from all newsagents 


GET NEW 
fttM E, SS 


THE MAGAZINE THAT MAKES GOOD HEALTH 
INTERESTING 


Recent contributors include: Stanley Matthews, the 

Bedser Twins, Freddie Mills, Erica Batchelor, etc. 

Regular articles on Fitness Secrets of the Stars, 

Fitness for Marriage. Figure Fitness by Lady 

Pakenham, Doris Grant, Dr. C. V. Pink and 
Newman Turner. 


Get Fitness Now Is. 3d. monthly or 
SPECIAL OFFER TO PEACE NEWS 
READERS 
15s. per annum post free (thereafter 
18s. p.a.) 

Published monthly by: Newmans 
Turner Publications, Ltd., Deanrow, 
Letchworth, Herts. 
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Two possibilities ... 


(WHE present position in the relationship between France 
and Algeria is balanced between two possibilities: 
a move toward a peaceful settlement or a tragic sequel 
to the events of May 1958. In considering the events 
of today it is of value to bear in mind the description 
given by Hein Van Wijk (PN, Jan. 24, 1958) of the 
character and origin of a great proportion of the colonist 
population of Algeria. 

These are largely men without scruples who are prepared 
to take any steps, however violent, treacherous and 
destructive of moral values they may be, to force the 
French Government to defend their economic interests 
against the damage they fear these may suffer if the 
Algerian people achieve the right of self-government. 
This is why young French lives continue to be poured 
out. 

It is these people who by their manoeuvres were able to put 
M. Mollet in their pocket when he was head of the 
French Government; they caused him to connive at the 
resort to torture, and to follow a policy of repression 
that is a major blot on the reputation of the French 
Socialist Party. 

It is these who, aided by an Army whose officer class has 
become largely dominated by Fascist ideas of psycholo- 
gical warfare, were responsible for the overthrow of the 
French Government and the establishment of the present 
régime. And it is these who have now made it necessary 
for an armed guard to be placed round the house of 
General de Gaulle to protect him from possible assassina- 
tion by their emissaries. 


... for Algeria 


At the end of a three-day debate in the Assembly in 
which he expounded his version of the plan for a 
cease-fire and subsequent consultation of the Algerian 
people promulgated by General de Gaulle, the French 
Prime Minister, M. Debré, got his vote of confidence by 
441 votes against 23. 


Unfortunately this does not settle the matter. In order 
apparently to try to placate the Algerian settlers M. 
Debré has hemmed in the proposal for cease-fire talks 
in a way that makes it less easy of acceptance by the 
FLN, but General de Gaulle may permit himself more 
flexibility in negotiation than M. Debré’s statement would 
seem to allow. 

The “ultras” have been busy, however, with threats of 
assassination as a preliminary to a new coup d’etat, and 
lists have been put in circulation in Paris giving names 
of those that it is proposed shall be killed. A deputy 
has announced that commando groups of assassins have 
been sent to France from Algeria by way of Spain, and 
there has been an attempt on the life of M. Mitterand, 
a liberal-minded deputy, who incidentally is not in favour 
of Algerian independence. 

Under pressures from the political groups of the “ ultras.” 


a number of deputies attached to the UNR (the Party 
claiming to support de Gaulle) have resigned from that 
body, but such is the turmoil of pressures and counter- 
pressures that a number of them voted in favour of Mr. 
Debre’s vote of contidence. 


Events in France in the coming wecks will be watched with 
much anxiety. It is not only the future of Algeria that 
is in the balance but the future of France also. 


Tibet end... 


\ TE can be glad that Tibet is to be discussed by the 

United Nations Assembly; but analysis of last week's 

vote on the Malayan-Irish demand for such a debate 

does not encourage much optimism about the outcome of 
it, when it eventually takes place. 


For that vote is an up-to-the-minute illustra- 
tion of a fact not sufficiently realised: there 
is little difference in principle between ab- 
stention from voting in the General Assembly 
and the much condemned veto in the Secur- 
ity Council. 


In the Council, one of the permanent mem- 
bers’ refusal to agree with the others, there- 
by negativing unanimity, is sufficient to de- 
feat any resolution. In the General Assembly 
unanimity is not necessary, but before any 
““ recommendation ” (which is all the Assem- 
bly has authority to produce) can be decided 
upon it has to secure a two-thirds majority, 
which can always be prevented in practice 
by a sufficient number of abstentions. 


Last week’s vote, apart from being a signpost 
in the direction of the probable outcome of 
the debate now admitted to the agenda, has 
brought more than one interesting fact to 
light, the first of which is this: the Soviet 
Tepresentative was so vehement and deter- 
mined in his opposition to the proposal that 
Western hopes of serious dissension between 
Moscow and Peking had better be shelved. 


Next, India at once declared herself ‘“ non- 
voting,” which is something far more em- 
phatic than mere abstention; and she is to 
be praised for this, because her own dispute 
with China placed her in a position in which 
she could be thought to lack the necessary 
basis for impartiality. 

Indonesia voted against the proposal; and, 
whether this was or was not due to the wish 
not to show unfriendliness against China, 
which her Foreign Affairs Minister had just 
visited, it has resulted in the unexpected situ- 
ation that blood-related Indonesia and 

Malaya are in opposite camps on an issue of fundamental 

significance to both. 


Of the 43 states (out of a membership of 82) which sup- 
ported the Malayan-Irish demand, only nine were Asian: 


and a total of 18 Asian and African countries were 
among the abstainers, of whom there were 25 in all. 
Only the nine countries of the Soviet bloc and Yugo- 
slavia plus Indonesia voted squarely against the pro- 
posal. 


--- @UN shorteoming 


FFVHE unpleasant fact is the Jarge number of abstentions 
even when nothing more was at stake than the in- 
clusion of the Tibetan issue in the agenda. It renders 
it at least doubtful whether anything more than an un- 
duly mild and non-committal “ recommendation” will 
emerge from the eventual debate for which no date has 
as yet been fixed. 


And it is also quite possible that when it comes to voting 
in the actual debate there will be so many sitters-on- 
the-fence of abstention that the requisite two-thirds 
majority will fail to materialise as it has already done 
on so many occasions. 


Abstention in General Assembly voting has become a poli- 
tical manoeuvre, too often achieved by discreditable bar- 
gaining. I[t is legitimate only in situations such as India’s 
in this particular case. 


‘New’ Gevernment 


HE changes in the British Government introduced last 

week by the Prime Minister confirm the image of the 
Tory Party which Mr. Macmillan wishes the public to 
have. The “liberal” wing of the Party, represented 
especially by Mr. Butler, is permitted a powerful position. 


The Prime Minister is announcing that during the next five 
years years it will be a ‘“ moderate,” “ sensible ” Govern- 
ment. It does not require a crystal-gazer, however, to 
predict that there will almost certainly be financial 
scandals in the City and repressive government in some 
parts of Africa. 


Mr. Sandys has now gone from the Ministry of Defence, 
where he developed the policy of putting great emphasis 
upon the nuclear weapon, and it could well be that the 
new Minister, the second-rate Mr. Harold Watkinson, 
has been chosen so that Mr. Macmillan can exercise 
more personal control of defence policy. This would 
fit in neatly with the retention of his puppet, Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd, at the Foreign Office. 


Once again there is a new man at the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. Even the politicians will soon find it embarrassing 
to explain away this sort of farce. Britain has had 
countless Ministers of Education, because this is foolishly 
considered a junior post. In the scramble for power 
and personal advancement the Ministry is therefore a 
convenient rung on the ladder (for those climbing) or a 
miserable dumping ground (for those like the currently 
rejected Sir David Eccles). This sacrifice of education 
to power accurately reflects the quality of British politics 
today. 


Talking of money for refugees. . 


MPHE US Nike-Zeus anti-missile sys- 

tem programme, which is still under 
development. is officially estimated to 
cost between $9,200,000,000 and 
$14.600,000,000. 


Army experts believe that unless at least 
another $500,000,000 is available for Nike- 


significance. 


THIS IS YOUR WORLD 


. a PN feature giving news of recent and forthcoming events of 


Sources of information are quoted to help those who 
wish to make the best use of the material. 


@ Negroes do not have equal educa- 
tional opportunities—in 1950 Negroes in 
the six Deep South States had little more 
than half the average education of their 
white neighbours. 


Discrimination in housing is widespread 
throughout the United States, the Commis- 
sion observed. 


* 


Zeus in the 196! budget, there is no use 
in spending the $137,000,000 already author- 
ised in the. 1960 budget, Military Editor 
Hanson W. Baldwin reported in the New 
York Times of October 12. 


The Defence Department is studying and 
analysing the Nike-Zeus programme be- 
tween now and April 1. If the analysis is 
not ‘“ favourable,” Nike-Zeus may be can- 
celled. 


A decision is also awaited whether to con- 
vert the US cruiser Bremerton to a guided- 


missile ship. The cost: about $125,000,000. 
Top People’s diplomacy 


HE following forthcoming meetings 
indicate the quickening pace of 

world diplomacy. 

® The nuclear tests suspension talks re- 

open in Geneva on October 27. 

® The annual December ministerial 

meeting of NATO starts in mid-December. 

® The ten-nation UN disarmament com- 

mittee is expected to meet at the end of 

January or in February. 

® President Eisenhower will visit Mos- 

cow in the Spring (Washington expects it 

will be late May or June—* Spring comes 

late in Russia’), 

© A “Summit” meeting is expected be- 

fore the Spring. 


® Dr. Adenauer will visit London on 
November 17-19. 
Dates still have to be arranged for de 


Gaulle’s state visit to London and the Com- 
monwealth Prime Ministers’ conference 
(which is expected before the end of next 
Summer). 


Local culture asserted in USSR 
A. VIGOROUS Communist Party 


campaign against “‘ vestiges of 
nationalism” in remote parts of the 
Soviet Union was reported by a Mos- 
cow radio commentator on the evening 
of October 13. 
“Backward citizens of the USSR,” he 
said, were combating the introduction of 
Russian culture, language and customs. 


The commentator, in the home service. 
stated: “It is only by the existence of the 
vestiges of nationalism that one can explain 
the attempt made here and there to set the 
interests of this or that republic against the 


national interests, the local cadres against 
cadres of other nationalities.” 


Kennan to broadcast 
GEORGE F. Kennan wiil broadcast 


a reassessment of his former views 
on “ Russia, the Atom and the West” 
on the BBC’s Third Programme next 
Tuesday evening (October 27). 

Under this same title in 1957 the distin- 


guished American diplomat and _ historian 
gave the BBC Reith Iéctures, in which he 


made an important assessment of relations 
between the West and Russia. 


His plea then was for fresh Western think- 
ing towards Russia, and he suggested mili- 
tary disengagement in Europe and the aban- 
donment of the concept of total war and 
total victory, This provoked world-wide 
comment. 


Mr. Kennan now sees many differences 
in the possibilities open to Western policy 
since his former broadcasts. 


The decision to introduce atomic* weapons 
into NATO countries in Europe, the further 
integration of Western Germany into the 
Western power bloc and the continuing 
difficulty of the Berlin situation suggest, in 
his view, the need for a more difficult and 
drastic approach to disarmament than the 
one he propounded two years ago. 


He sees in Mr. Khrushchev’s recent pro- 
posals a basis for optimism and promise— 
again provided that the West could bring 
itself drastically to re-examine its policies. 


Civil rights for Negroes 


HE US Civil Rights Commission, 
whose life Congress has extended 

to November 1961, notes these facts in 
its first report: 

@ Many US Negroes find it almost im- 

possible to vote—only about 25 per cent 

of the nearly 5,000,000 Negroes of vot- 

ing age in the South are registered to 

vote, compared with about 60 per cent 

of Southern whites of voting age. 

® Present legislation is inadequate to 

assure them the right to vote. 


The Monte Bello Islands are still danger- 
ously radio-active more than three years 
after the last British nuclear explosion in 
the area, a Royal Australian Navy report 
said on October 14. The Islands lie be- 


tween 35 and 60 miles off Western Aus- 
tralia. 


Four people commit suicide every day in 
South Africa, and 6,000 attempt it every 
year, says the South African Nation! Coun- 
cil for Mental Health. At the Council’s 
annual meeting on October 9 the incid- 
ence of suicide was described as having 
reached epidemic proportions, 


The Algerian War enters its sixth year on 
November 1. 


Forty British warships took part in patrols 
inside the Icelandic 12-mile fishing limits 
during the first year of the fishing dispute, 
the Admiralty announced on August 31. 


Vinoba Bhave received gifts of land total- 
ling nearly 17,000 Kanals (about 2,125 
acres) in his recent fourth-month walking 


tour of Kashmir, India News reported on 
September 26. 


United Nations Day is tomorrow (Saturday). 
The UN Charter was signed 14 years ago 
on October 24, 1945, 


The Vatican newspaper, __|’Osservatore 
Romano, is against the death penalty, it 
made it clear on Tuesday evening. It 


was not speaking officially for the 
Vatican. 
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A PN Editorial 


J AST week's PN Editorial, reflecting real- 
istically on the Election results, acknow- 
ledged and lamented “ The degeneration of 
Social Democracy,” and our “irrelevant 
politics complete with super-materialism.” 


With these words in mind pacifists might 
do worse than study the realities of the pro- 
posed Summit Conference. 


The Conference has been made possible 
by Mr. Khrushchev’s sudden change of out- 
look, Indeed he is in a great hurry and 
intensely sincere. He wants complete dis- 
armament in four years—that is, before 
President Eisenhower realises what is afoot. 


Accordingly Mr. K. in in deadly earnest. 
He wants to go ahead with his prosperity 
programme in order to outstrip America’s 
high living standards, as the first big step 
towards a Communist world; and he doesn’t 
hide the fact, Americans may laugh, but 
Mr. K. believes that Russia can bet America 
at this game because she will be able to 
distribute to her proletariat the huge sums 
of money which in America are cornered 
by “ Big Business.” 

A consequential outcome will be hysterical 
demands for the earth’s natural resources, 


and thus for the markets whereby to pro- 
cure them. 


This dual demand will set going at a hot 
pace policies of financial, technological and 
other forms of aid to the under-developed 
countries with the aim of bringing their 
economy, including the exploitation and 
control of their minerals and other raw 
materials into line withe those of the Dino- 
sours in a fierce competition to extend their 
ideological orbits to the utmost. 

The outcome will be a vertable whirlwind 
of materialism which will extend to the ends 
of the earth. Its probable havoc baffles 
one’s power of comprehension. 


Mr. K., inspired by what he saw in 
America, dreams of a land of swimming 
pools, cafés and cafeterias overflowing with 
good things. Perhaps he has not yet heard 
of the recent banquet in the sky, and thus 
dreamt of superplane junketings en route 
to Miami, Honolulu, and the moon? 

President Eisenhower does not yet appear 
to have cast his sights so high. But we 
had better wait until American big busi- 
ness and the Right Wing group of pros- 
Perous Senators meet in conclave to con- 
sider the realities of the situation. They 
will then send the President back to his 


ON THE FRONTIER © 


By the Rev. Tom Wardle 


The Rev. Tom Wardle returns to an issue he raised here in his last 
article on Sept. 25: “‘ The Fear of Being Afraid” and takes the dis- 
cussion forward with a plea for a more technically conscious attempt 


to train 


SOCIAL LEADERSHIP IN THE 
ART OF PEACE 


ELL, the Election certainly helped to prove a point we were trying to 
make in the previous column. One would hardly have thought from what 
was said by both sides, particularly in the critical last days of the campaign, 
that there was an outside world at all. much less a world teetering on the brink 


of its end. 


{ except the Liberals to some extent in 
this stricture, because being more sanguine 
about the result they kept to their cam- 
paign of wider concerns and ethical issues 
rather better. 


The hydrogen bomb, it is evident, plays 
no part in the ‘“ you've-never-had-it-so- 
good” philosophy. Though better schooled 
in the futility of war preparation than any 
previous generation, though provided with 
more reasons for an excessive concentration 
on the question of peace than any known 
electorate at any other time or place, the 
issue slid quietly out of court, The leaders 
were not slow to realise that the electorate 
couldn’t care less who went to the Summit 
so long as the television culture went 
merrily and prosperously on. 


te 


N the previous column we raised 

the question of apathy among 
the people on the subject of peace. How 
do you reach the Mrs. Browns we asked. 
half of them genuinely unconcerned. the 
other half pretending to be. Now, it seems, 
Mrs. Brown is legion. 


What did we get by way of response to 
our question? Bryan Reed thought we 
ought to try to understand the “stops” in 
other people’s minds, and to persuade them 
by sharing our own uncertainties and beliefs 
as to how these may be overcome. He 
thought we went wrong in assuming too 
readily that Labour politicians, for example, 
who are not prepared to vote against the 
H-bomb are therefore just careerists. We 
ought to try to understand their difficulties. 


Ted Dunn of Essex thought that the Mrs. 
Browns of this world can only be moved by 
a direct approach to “the heart.” Demon- 
strations on the lines of Swaffham he 
thought stirred people more than argu- 
ments. If we had more of this sort of 
thing, motivated by a spirit of love and 
backed by better organisation and keener 
leadership he felt we should be able to get 
through to the apathetic in time. 


In a recent PN Philip Seed took up what 
is essentially the same question. He wrote 
that caring for others if positively expressed 
would produce a climate of peace. He 
wanted less distinction between the pacifist 
sheep and the non-pacifist goats. 


FoR myself, I consider there is 
something in all these ap- 
proaches. I have long pleaded for a peace 
movement catholic enough to contain every- 
body from United Nations reformers to 
direct action radicals. In practice some- 
thing of the sort docs exist and CND prob- 
ably provides an umbrella for it at this 
point, but there is still too much wasted 
energy and too much perverted idealism 
being canalised into internecine oppositions 
within the peace ranks. 


The answer to this is not a new organisa- 
tion to compress all the different emphases 
into one pattern, but a more fraternal spirit 
between the groups. This can be promoted 
by more frequent interchange of members, 
speakers. visits and wider support for the 
use of such a medium as Peace News as a 
vehicle for them all. PN need not deny its 
own origins in order to accomplish this. 


* 


OU will forgive me for the 

view that teachers, doctors, 
psychiatrists, social workers and ministers 
have more influence on the fundamental 
positioning of people than do political pro- 
pagandists. This is because such professions 
deal with the individual as a person; get 
directly at him. And the number of their 
contacts is as great as society itself, 


If peace promoters want to break out of 
the circle wherein they talk largely to them- 
selves they can do so by concentrating more 
attention on practitioners in the humanita- 
rian professions. The chain of influence 
would descend right down to Mrs. Brown. 


* 

MPHIs calls for a specialist ap- 
proach being developed as an 
important part of the peace movement's 
work. The Peace Pledge Union might con- 
centrate on teachers; the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation could do more in theological 
colleges; Women’s International League 
could explore the possibilities in child 
guidance; United Nations Association could 
touch doctors. There might also be joint 
participation. Conferences and_ travelling 

lectureships could be sponsored. 

These are my proposals then: a more 
integrated and muiually responsible peace 
movement at the base and a more tech- 
nically conscious attempt to train social 
leadership in the art of peace. Don't let 
somebody say there isn't time. 


golf and missiles. It is still true that they 
fear Communism more than they fear war. 

Meanwhile, what about disarmament? Is 
it really to come on a tidal wave of material- 
ism? I refer you back to the quotations at 
the head of this letter, And perhaps I 
may add another, this time from Fenner 
Brockway’s reflections on the Election: 

“We need a spiritual emancipation.”— 
WILFRED WELLOCK, Orchard Lea, New 
Longton, Preston, Lancs, 


OW absolutely right is your editorial in 

last week’s Peace News! Mr. Grimond 
has been thinking aloud about the possibi- 
lities of a union of radicals from both 
Labour and Liberal Parties. That would 
indeed be a good thing if they really were 
radicals, but to my mind no Party deserves 
the title ‘‘ Radical” in the twentieth century 
unless it has at least the following basic 
principles: 

1. Social justice (both national and inter- 

national); 

2. Freedom-with-responsibility; 

3. Unequivocal rejection of power poli- 

tics in all its forms. 

The Labour Party has emphasised the 
first, the Liberal Party the second, but 
neither has yet come anywhere near the 
third, Mr. Grimond’s thinking, however, 
seems to be feeling towards some combina- 
tioin of all three, and there are others in 
both parties whose thinking is leading in 
the same direction, It they get there, the 
result may be a major new development in 
British politic.-ALAN LITHERLAND, 16 
Harlech Road, Blundellsands, Liverpool 23. 


‘No service te peace’ 


DURING my brief Election campaign we 

were able to introduce pacifism to 
thousands for the first time—every West 
Wooliwich family received a pacifist pam- 
phlet—and explain pacifism to several hun- 
dred non-pacifists on their own doorsteps. 
Topical pacifism was voiced at several out- 
door and indoor meetings, at one of which 
I addressed 350 Christians. In all nearly 
50,000 pacifist leaflets and 100 Peace News 
went to non-pacifists. 


Se ee 


- ‘NO ROOM AT THE INN' 
Attractive small double card in blue and 
black depicting entry into Bethlehem. 

2/- doz. 


et 


2.‘AROUND THE CRIB’ 
Smal) double card in yellow and_ black. 
Crib scenes, 2/- doz. 
. ‘ CHINESE MADONNA * 
Delicate Chinese drawing of Madonna and 
Child. Greeting in English. Double card. 
4]- doz. 


4, INTERNATIONAL CARD 

Design as No. 3. Greeting in English, 
French, German, Latin, Russian and 
Welsh. 4/- doz. 


All obtainable from: 


eet 


“ 
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Fellowship Cards 1959 


A beautiful range of attractive designs and colours 
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AND THE H-BOMB TOO! 


This is only a part of what independent 
candidates did; but Eric Tucker (PN, Oct. 
16) dismisses it as “no service to peace,” 
and accuses us of “splitting the progres- 
sive vote.” 


He has an odd idea of ‘“ progressive.” 
Had I supported what he calls “the pro- 
gressive vote,” I should have supported 
military conscription, the making and use 
of nuclear and other weapons, missile bases 
in Britain, military alliances and the accept- 
ance of war as an instrument of national 
policy. How does he reconcile support of 
such evils with the Peace Testimony of the 
Society of Friends? 


I am happy to say that at least some mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends in Maid- 
stone, Wigton, Orpington, Peckham, Horn- 
sey, Woolwich, Woodford, Wanstead, etc., 
thought a pacifist candidate worthy of sup- 
port, and that 1,189 Woolwich voters pre- 
ferred the wholehearted pacifism of the Fel- 
lowship Party to the doctrine of “my 
Labour Party right or wrong.”»—RONALD 
S. MALLONE, 141 Woolacombe Rd., Lon- 
don, S.E.3. 


5. ‘MADONNA AND CHILD ' 
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Conscientious objection in the nuclear age 


Alan Lovell: There are conscientious 
objectors who are objecting to military 
service solely on the grounds of modern 
weapons, particularly at the London 
Tribunal, How are they treated ? 


Mavis James: The attitude varies, If 
they object on nuclear weapon grounds and 
nothing else, and providing they do some- 
thing to show they have a conscientious 
objection, they’re treated quite fairly and 
they get through, but you can't be quite 
sure this is going to be the case, We have 
had instances where they have objected on 
nuclear weapon grounds and not got 
through, The tribunals don’t seem to have 
a consistent policy yet. 

Bryan Reed: But if there is some evid- 
ence that the objectors hold this view, and 
hold it strongly, it’s one of the things they'll 
take into account. For instance, we have 
had one or two architects who have been 
active in the architects group of the Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament. That is 
the sort of evidence the tribunal expect. 


* 


Hugh Brock: How many of them go to 
appeals ? 

Mary Canipa: Some have introduced it, 
but I can’t think of anyone who's ap- 
pealed on this alone, 


B. R.: The Local Tribunal is obviously 
willing to accept this as a sole reason 
almost, whereas the Appellate always looks 
for something else. I seem to remember a 
case in which this had been the CO’s main 
concern at the Local Tribuna!, but when 
it came to the Appellate the Tribunal 
looked for a connection with a Church. In 
other words, there has not really been a 
case in which they've accepted a man solely 
on the grounds of modern war. There have 
been many with the Local Tribunal, 


A. L.: What stand did these people take ? 
Was it that they would fight in conventional 
wars, but not in nuclear wars, or, as one or 
two people I know have said, that the 
hydrogen bomb makes nonsense of all war 
although they are not pacifists. 

B. R.: I think, Mavis may correct me, 
that they might have fought in 1939, obvi- 
ously they’re too young now to say, but 
they may have been pressed into saying 
they would. But modern weapons make the 
destruction indiscriminate, and _ these 
weapons are almost certain to be used in a 
future war, or so likely, that they can’t 
conscientiously go into the forces now. Of 
course, a gfeat many who are not the 
obvious type of religious objector like 
Christadelphians or something of that sort, 
will bring in modern war weapons as a 
final reason for their having become COs. 


* 


H. B.: These, inevitably tend, I suppose, 
to have an intellectual or university back- 
ground as opposed to party political? 

M., J.: Yes. They have got to be able to 
argue the case right through. What happens 
very often is that the first thing the Tribunals 
put to them is that nobody is likely to use 
the H-bomb or nuclear weapons in any case, 
so they more or less say “ that’s the end of 
your arguments.” Sir Gerald Hargreaves 
says, ‘““We are a small country and we 
wouldn’t use it because we know we would 
be wiped out.” He says Russia wouldn’t 
use it because the Americans would re- 
taliate; the Americans wouldn't use it be- 
cause the Russians would retaliate, so that’s 
again the end of the argument. The ob- 
jectors have to be able to argue right round 
it and say that it’s there, it’s being manu- 
factured, and it’s being manufactured to 
some purpose. 

B. R.: I think it’s probably true to say 
that those who come forward solely on 
those grounds have so far been mainly 
people who had deferment (older people), 
but people who bring it into their argu- 
ments might be any age. 


M. C.: The age group is older than it 
used to be. 

B. R.: There are two reasons for this. 
Firstly, they have not been registered until 
they’re 19, so that COs are that much older 
to begin with, and, secondly, they're calling 
more of the deferred people; at the end of 
National Service the army is going to have 


Four people met in London recently to discuss the position of today’s 
conscientious objectors, who are increasing in numbers. They were Bryan Reed, 
Secretary of the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, who was giving his 
personal views and not those of the Board; Mavis James, who, as a free lance 
journalist, reports the London Tribunal for Peace News; Mary Canipa of the 
CBCO staff, who attends the Appellate Tribunals; Hugh Brock, Editor of Peace 
News, who took a non-registrant position as an objector, and was imprisoned, in 
World War I; and Alan Lovell, Assistant Editor, who was court martialled and 
imprisoned after becoming a conscientious objector whilst in the Army as a 


National Serviceman. 


a large proportion of mainly deferred 
people, 


A. L.: Do you have any ideas about the 
proportion of people who object because of 
the H-bomb ? 


B. R.: Still fairly small. Generally, of 
course, the CND and anti-nuclear weapons’ 
supporters haven’t thought in terms of 
conscientious objection. 


H. B.: It’s never mentioned on their plat- 
forms as an avenue of opposition, What 
about the remajnder of the objectors, are 
they the fundamentalist churches or what 
you might call the orthodox pacifist ? 


M. J.: I think there’s definitely a swing 
back to the old-time pacifists. Last year we 
had a lot of the “ expediency” type—very 
hazy, muzzy thinking. There's a very defi- 
nite change, a swinging back to the kind of 
pacifist who analyses everything he does, 
trying to get all his work and thought in 
line with his conscientious objection. 


* 


A. L.: Are there any political objectors ? 

Mz, J.: I don‘t think they show themselves 
as newcomers. We very seldom get one 
who comes out as a political objector, but 
I have personally met some of them after- 
wards and discerned that they had a poli- 
tical objection as well, 

B, R.: There’s the obvious political ob- 
jector, for instance, a member of the 
Socialist Party of Great Britain, Then there 
are the others who as well as being poli- 
tical objectors are also humanitarian or 
moral objectors. I think it’s true that they 
recognise that both the Local and Appel- 
Jate Tribunals are not as ready to listen to 
a political objection as such, consequently 
the emphasis comes on the moral and 
humanitarian side. 

M. C.: The Appellate Tribunal lays stress 
on bringing out the moral and humanitarian 
aspects of the claims of those people be- 
cause they say political views are not 
matters of conscience, That is not to say 
all political objectors are dismissed, but 
they comment that it’s not political views 
they’re there to consider, 

A. L.: What would be your impression 
of the quality of the religious objector ? 
One often feels with Quakers that they’re 
often pacifists because everyone else in their 
families has been a pacifist, Do you find 
this is a hereditary thing, or are people 
thinking out things for themselves ? 

M. J.: I wouldn’t say that was true of 
Quakers at all. I think the majority of 
Quakers who come do make a great point 
of thinking everything out for themselves. 
Christadelphians and Seventh Day Adven- 
tists may be different. The Chairman often 
makes it quite clear when he’s summing up 
that the reason he’s granting them exemp- 
tion is because their beliefs are incompat- 
ible with working with the forces. That is, 
they can’t work on the Sabbath, or some- 
thing like that. This is not conscientious 
objection as we know it, I don’t think you 
can group Quakers, Methodists and Con- 
gregationalists along with Christadelphians 
and Seventh Day Adventists. But perhaps 
I'm doing these latter an injustice. 

B. R.: Before you can join the Christa- 
delphians you are very thoroughly exam- 
ined so that if the Tribunal can establish 
that you are a member of that sect it feels 
it has sufficient evidence of your sincerity. 

M. C.: Membership of the Christadel- 
phians specifically excludes participation in 
the forces, and if they were to participate 
they would be “ excommunicated.” 

B. R.: Apart from that, the Tribunals do 
enquire quite closely into an objection. 

A. L.: Do any of the humanitarian COs 
make a point about colonialism? I’ve 
known one or two people whose strongest 
point is that the only use for an army now 
is for colonial repression, and they would 
not fight in a colonial war. 


B, R.: I think this comes out as part of 
something else. Except for Cypriots, but 
the Tribunals don’t often have a Cypriot 
before them, A Jamaican, or someone like 
that, will occasionally bring it into his argu- 
ment. There has been an increase in the 
last 18 months in the number of coloured 
people who have been here two years and 
become liable for military service, 


* 


H. B.: On what basis do they come up ? 

M. J.: We had one yesterday who en- 
tered in a fury, left in a fury, and spoke 
in a fury the whole time. He was an anti- 
colonialist. His objection was on_ that 
ground, He didn't see why he should fight 
in an army for the repression of colonial 
people, The Tribunal said he had a chip 
on his shoulder and no signs of a conscien- 
tious objection. Sometimes a political ob- 
jection will carry the argument forward and 
bring out the humanitarian extensions of it 
and its moral values. 

A. L.: Is there any change in the condi- 
tions the COs are accepting? Are there 
more absolutists, or are they generally 
settling for alternative service ? 


B. R.: I think there's definitely been an 
increase in the number of claims for un- 
conditional registration. The two aspects of 
this are the Jehovahs’ Witnesses who will 
not ‘ compromise ” with a conditional regis- 
tration and the other unconditionalists. Id 
say that the others have definitely increased 
in the last 18 months to two years since 
I’ve been with the Board. But I think it’s 
because they’re the older people coming, 
who've thought beyond the first step. There 
are at least one or two at each Appellate 
Tribunal hearing, 


M. J.: Another thing that has been creep- 
ing in lately is the CO who won't go before 
the Tribunal at all. 


B. R.: There have been two recently. I 
think this sort of thing is inevitable. You're 
getting back more towards the age group of 
the early part of the war, and consequently 
you get more mature and more libertarian 
principles, 

* 


H. B.: Do you have many COs who 
come out of the army ? 


B. R.: This is always difficult to assess. 
I think recently there have been fewer 
people under the National Service Acts, but 
there have been a number of Regulars. 
Mostly those who go into National Service 
either see it through or register as COs 
beforehand. I’m not saying we don’t get 
some, but very few. 


H. B.: Would you say then that the pro- 
portion of people registering as COs is 
going up ? 

B. R.: Definitely the percentage has 
jumped, The registration of COs last year 
was 0.43 per cent, which is the highest it’s 
been since September 1941. But again it’s 
because deferred people are being called up 
and they have an opportunity to transfer 
from the military service register. I’m sure 
nuclear weapons have made many of this 
older group think. Whether they think a 
bit more and become pacifist, and nuclear 
weapons only forms part of this, or whether 
modern war is the main reason—it is cer- 
tainly one of the factors, The cynics say 
that with military conscription coming to an 
end you can expect more objectors, the last 
man doesn’t want to be caught, sort of 
thing ! 

A, L.: I was wondering about the treat- 
ment of COs; whether the tribunals have 
changed at all in the last few years, 


B, R.: Only in one or two cases have 
they changed, where there’s been a change 
in membership that has meant a change in 
attitude, 

H. B.: The provisions whereby a serving 


man can become a CO whilst in the forces 
—how will that be dealt with in the future? 


B. R.: The only provisions at present on 
the Statute Book are contained in the 
National Service Acts, Under these Acts 
the only persons who can come before a 
Tribunal, once in the Forces, are those who 
have at some time applied for registration 
as COs but for one reason or another have 
gone into the forces. For instance, they 
may have accepted a registration by a 
Tribunal for non-combatant duties, In 
those cases, if they commit an offence in 
Great Britain which they claim is on the 
grounds of conscience and receive a sent- 
ence of three months or more they have a 
legal right to apply to the Appellate 
Tribunal. But presumably with the effective 
end of full-time National Service in 1962 
this, too, will end. 


A, L.: Will he be the only person to 
have a legal right ? 

B. R.: The others can come before an 
Advisory Tribunal only as an administra- 
tive concession made by the Services. It 
is a similar position because similar evid- 
ence, etc., can come before a Tribunal sit- 
ting in an advisory capacity, If this 
Tribunal recommends a discharge, the ser- 
vices grant it, But there’s no statute for 
that, and the Government have persistently 
refused to make legal provision for it. Just 
what’s going to happen after 1962, when 
presumably there'll be no more Tribunals 
sitting under the National Service Acts, we 
haven't yet found out. 


* 


A. L.: Then people doing national service 
have a statutory right to come before a 
Tribunal ? 


B. R.: If they’ve once applied for regis- 
tration as a CO, 

H. B.: But if they haven’t registered as a 
CO but developed an objection whilst serv- 
ing as a national service man ? 


B. R.: Then they have only an adminis- 
trative right, 


H. B.: Has a question been asked in Par- 
liament asking a Minister whether the ad- 
visory Tribunal will be kept in existence 
after conscription ends ? 


B. R.: What has happened so far is that 
through both Houses of Parliament there 
has been a Bill to extend the reserve 
liability to those who did their National 
Service after Jan. 1, 1949, to extend their 
liability to call up in an emergency until 
June, 1964, Lord Chorley raised this ques- 
tion in the House of Lords, The answer he 
received was that the whole business re- 
mains as it is now regarding the administra- 
tive process. So, obviously, the next thing 
was to get someone to ask a question in the 
House of Commons, 


On June 24 last, Fenner Brockway asked 
about this in the Commons and was told 
then, and this was confirmed in a letter, that 
the position of these Reservists remains as 
before, they would be able to go before an 
Advisory Tribunal without having first to 
commit an offence and receive a_ three 
months’ Sentence. Fenner also asked the 
Minister of Labour about the position when 
National Service Tribunals were no longer 
sitting regularly, but was told that this 
matter was still being discussed with other 
departments. 
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Youth Action Group. 
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Kenya: White privilege 


takes a Kknoek 


By Fenner Brockway, MP chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


OCTOBER, 1950, I stand on an African farm in a Kikuyu Reserve in Kenya. Across the 
toad are the White Highlands, reserved for Europeans. 


there; the only Africans who tread this sacrosanct territory are serf-labourers. 
The European farms are rich green, with thousands of coffee plants. The 
African farmer at my side, although an agricultural expert, is not allowed to 


grow coffee. 


October, 1959, The Kenya Govern- 
ment issues a White Paper recom- 
mending that the White Highlands 
should be thrown open to Africans. 
The Guardian reports that the best 
samples of coffee in the Agricultural 
Show in Kenya are now grown by 
African farmers, 


We progress. The principle of Euro- 
pean privilege in the White Highlands 
has been abandoned. 

In practice the Government's proposals 
are far from satisfactory, as the African 
leaders have been quick to show; but for 
the moment let me emphasise this point of 
principle. 

There may and must be changes in its 
application, but the right of Africans—and 
of Asians—to enter this “inviolable sanc- 
tuary of the European landowner ” has been 
won, The White die-hards will resist, and 
resist to the edge of a new crisis in Kenya; 
but they must know in their heart of hearts 
they they have lost. 

For 30 years Africans have regarded their 
exclusion from the White Highlands as the 
bitterest embodiment of the European occu- 
pation of Kenya. Across the border masses 
of the Kikuyu tribe have existed in destitu- 
tion because of land hunger, In large areas 
they have been squeezed 1,000 persons to a 
square mile, an impossible ratio for agri- 
cultural satisfaction, while on the nearby 
spacious European farms the population has 
been {2 to a square mile. 


Cause of Hau Hau 


Of the 1,250,000, 500,000 had to become 
serfs on the European farms or cheap 
labour in the towns because they could not 
exist on their crowded reserve, This grievous 
wrong was a major cause of the Mau Mau 
revolt with all its horrible events, It has 
remained the ugliest sore preventing racial 
co-operation, 

The European farmers have some reason 
to be bitter that this citadel of White 
supremacy is now falling. Repeatedly 
British spokesmen have said that it would 
never fall. They point to Sir Winston Chur- 
chill’s pledge in 1923 that the British 
Government would maintain the Highlands 
for exclusive European settlement, and this 
is only one of many pledges which have 
been given. 

As justification it has been urged that 
the White Highlands were empty when 
European farmers first occupied these rich 
lands. Unhappily this excuse was once put 
into the lips of Queen Elizabeth. Professor 
Leakey has destroyed it. This unchallenge- 
able historian of Kenya has shown that the 


Highlands were only temporarily deserted 
after a series of disasters which decimated 
the Kikuyus and their stocks. First, a small- 
pox epidemic, then a rinderpest outbreak, 
then an intense drought, then a devastating 
locust invasion. The surviving Kikuyus 
retired for a time from the stricken area to 
live in other districts which had suffered 
less. It was whilst they were away that 
European possession of the White High- 
lands was authorised by the Government. 


Snags of applicatien 


This crime of an exclusive alien occupa- 
tion of land—the richly cultivable area 
extends to 12,000 square miles—cannot con- 
tinue, whatever pledges have been given by 
British Governments and statesmen. It is 
against the whole moral climate of our time, 
as well as against the sweep of African 
advance which will inevitably remove 
all the privileges of the imperial past. If 
there are European farmers in the White 
Highlands who cannot adjust themselves to 
this new democratic age, they had better 
ask the British Government to compensate 
them and pay their air passages home to 
England. 


So much for the principle of the Kenya 
Government’s new policy. When we turn 
to its practical application the position is 
far different. Let us see what is proposed. 


If in future a white farmer in the High- 
lands wants to sell his land, he need not 
exclude an African offer. The farming 
capacity of the new occupant will then be 
considered by a Board on which there will 
be a majority of European farmers, If the 
applicant is turned down, he can appeal to 
a similarly composed Regional Board, and 
finally to the Governor, who will be advised 
by a Centre Board with equal membership 
of Europeans, Asians and Africans, 

It can be said at once that only a trickle 
of favoured Africans can survive this biased 
procedure. But the paramount obstacle 
would arise before the procedure com- 
menced. There are only a handful of 
African farmers who could possibly afford 
the cost of buying a European farm, (The 
Europeans, by the way, originally got the 
farms at half-a-crown an acre!) The host 
of competent small-holding African farmers 
would not have a ghost of a chance. 

No wonder Tom Mboya, the leader of 
the Independence Movement, has de- 
scribed this proposal as a conspiracy to 
preserve the Highlands for the Whites! 
It is very significant that all the African 
elected members of the Legislature, even 
those who recently broke away from 
Mboya to join the Kenya National Party, 
have denounced it. 

If African entry to the White Highlands 


No African may own land 
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is to become a reality it must be through a 
Government-sponsored plan to right the 
wrong which has been done, The Govern- 
ment itself must acquire land as it becomes 
vacant and provide credits to enable com- 
petent African farmers to take it over. The 
best solution would be for credits to be 
given to a co-operative organisation of 
African farmers. I make the suggestion to 
the flourishing Co-operative organisations in 
neighbouring Tanganyika that they should 
contact the Co-operative Movement in 
Kenya and offer technical help in initiating 
such a project. 


The White Highlands have not only been 
the focal point of the African struggle for 
equality in Kenya. They are likely to be 
its decisive point. The European die-hards, 
led by Group-Captain Leslie Briggs and 
his United Party, are threatening to fight to 
the last ditch, and they are gaining a sup- 
port trom the white farmers which threatens 
to overwhelm Mr. Michael Blundell’s more 
moderate Kenya Group. They are demand- 
ing an immediate General Election prior 
not only to the implementation of the White 
Highland proposals but to the Constitu- 
tional Conference. They say they will take 
the issue by petition to the Queen. 


An electoral victory among Europeans by 
the United Party would wreck all hope of 
agreement at the Constitutional Conference. 
It would bring a head-on clash between 
Africans and whites in Kenya, On the other 
side, the White Highlands issue, as I have 
indicated, is re-uniting the Africans, Arap 
Moi, the leader of the eight African elected 
members who joined the Kenya National 
Party, is now speaking for the first time for 
many months in terms almost identical with 
Tom Mboya and the Independence Move- 
ment. Kenya is again becoming a storm 
centre of the African struggle. 


Revolutionary decision 


There is one other issue which compels 
attention this week. A decision of revolu- 
tionary significance has been made in the 
Appeal Court of Britain, An African who 
has been exiled in Northern Rhodesia for 
three years had claimed Habeas Corpus 
tights. The lower court rejected his applica- 
tion. The Appeal Court has allowed it on 
the ground that he is a British protected 
person. 


lf this decision stands, a great victory 
will have been won for human rights, It 
will mean that all persons in British pro- 
tectorates who are arrested and detained or 
exiled without charge or trial, except when 
States of Emergency have been declared, 
can claim the rights of British subjects in 
the United Kingdom. The repercussions 
from this would be very wide. 


Copyright in India and Africa reserved to 
author. 
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Donald Groom. PPU. 
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welcome. 
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Robert Mundy, 4 Kings Pk. Rd. PPU, FoR, SoF. 
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Augustus John 

e 
signs peace pledge 
TPWENTY-FOUR people had responded 

by Monday morning to an invitation to 
sign Dick Sheppard's pledge ‘‘ We renounce 
war and we will never support or sanction 
another,” published in a letter to The Times 
last Friday. 

Among them was Augustus John, RA, 
who celebrated his 80th birthday last year. 

The letter, signed by Vera Brittain, Alex 
Comfort, Clifford Curzon, Kathleen Lons- 
dale, Sybil Morrison, Sybil Thorndike and 
Michael Tippett, recalled that it was 25 
years since Dick Sheppard Jaunched his 
appeal. 

“We would suggest,” they wrote, “that 
the time has again come to challenge those 
who wish to see the repudiation of the 
methods of violence to come out into the 
open. 

“ The Khrushchev proposals have brought 
to the forefront the practicability of total 
disarmament, We would suggest that 
Britain should regain the initiative by an- 
nouncing the acceptance of total uncondi- 
tional disarmament, and we would invite all 
individuals who are prepared to make their 
own unilateral act of unconditional dis- 
armament by renouncing war to send in 
to Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1, the pledge suggested by 
Dick Sheppard.” 


In Bournemouth 


The Bournemouth Evening Echo, serving 
one of the most Conservative towns in 
Britain, published a sympathetic editorial 
on Oct. 16 entitled “ Pacifism” which con- 
cluded: 

oe . the desire for disarmament, for 
better international relations and for a 
world order which will remove the causes 
of war is greater than ever. The witness of 


Dick Sheppard was not wasted.” 


U.S.—_GERMAN INDUSTRIALISTS COMBINE 


Billion dollar boost 
for German Arms 


MERICA’S biggest arms firms have begun to pour millions of dollars into 


the new West German arms industry. 


About 1,000,000.000 dollars will be 
invested in the once-banned German 
industry in the next six or seven years. 


Major industrial alliances, covering air- 
craft, missiles and tanks, are being formed 
to facilitate the flow of capital and technical 
experience. The names of the leading US 
and German industrial combines involved 
were published prominently last week in the 
New York Times. 

Familiar names include General Electric, 
Bell Aircraft and Lockheed in the US; and 
in Germany Heinkel-Messerschmitt, Dornier 
and Krupp. 

When he was released from Landsberg 
war criminals’ jail, Alfred Krupp pledged 
that he would never again make arms, 
West Germany is now expected to be- 

come the leading arms supplier for Nato, 
and will also gain useful friends in the 
Pentagon if the Brussels Treaty limits on 
West German arms production are re- 
viewed. 

Production of the Hawk missile in Ger- 
many will start next year. 

Meanwhile, in the United States, a 
thorough review of disarmament policy is 


Emergency CND 
conference 
A ONE-DAY emergency conference has 
been called by the London Region 
Council of the Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament, under the title ‘‘CND After the 
Election. What Now?” 

It will be held on Saturday, October 31, 
at Friends House, Euston Rd., from 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Admission is 2s, 6d, at the door, 
and details are available from the Council’s 
office at 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1 (TERminus 
0284). 

This is “the most urgent and crucial 
meeting CND has ever held,” says the 
Council, 


being prepared for the White House by a 
joint commission from the State Depart- 
It is headed by 


ment and the Pentagon. 


Boston lawyer Mr. Charles Coolidge, who 
was Assistant Secretary of Defence in the 
last Truman Administration. 


The Coolidge Commission will report by 
January. 


NEW SOCIALIST JOURNAL LAUNCHED 


“NMNVE believe it is possiblie to make 

YY Socialism a concrete and living alter- 
native to a society which, however pros- 
perous it may be, remains at root un- 
just, inhumane, inegalitarian, corrupted by 
the power of business and dominated by 
commercial values,” say the Universities 
and Left Review and the New Reasoner in 
a press statement they issued this week to 
announce the amalgamation of the two 
journals into a new bi-monthly journal, 
“New Left Review.” 

The statement lists three central reasons 
for Labour's defeat. 1. During the past 
years of “rethinking” and accommodation 
to “political realism” the Labour Party 
leaders have been helping to make Con- 
servative opinion, in both domestic and 
international affairs, . . , By accepting the 
American Alliance and Nato as the corner- 
stone of foreign policy, it has failed to con- 
front and throw back nuclear diplomacy 


CATHOLICS AND MODERN WAR 


Archbishop sends proposals to Rome 


ROMAN CATHOLIC peace con- 

ference which met at a Dominican 
Priory in Britain last week has sent a 
message to Rome expressing support 
for a number of peace moves being 
made by Archbishop Roberts. 

The Archbishop, who was present at the 
conference, read out a letter which he had 
sent to Rome in response to a request from 
Cardinal Tardini (which had been sent to 
all Bishops) for suggestions for the agenda 
to be drawn up for a forthcoming Ecumen- 
ical Council. 

Archbishop Roberts told Peace News that 
while his letter might be published, a reply 
from the Cardinal would have to be treated 
as confidential. 

In his letter Archbishop Roberts said: 

“The morality of war under modern 
conditions disturbs thinking people every- 
where, especially in countries where free- 
dom of conscience rules. To many who 
are shocked by the Church's silence on 
the subject, or by ambiguous pronounce- 
ments, or by lack of emphasis on the 
tights of conscience especially by national 
hierarchies widely regarded as echoes of 
their respective governments, we have 
answers derived from our own experience 
as diocesan bishops obliged to com- 
promise with conflicting national interests. 

“ But a general council should emanci- 
pate bishops, subordinating lesser loyal- 
ties to the fullness of Christian teaching 
in theory and practice. 

“TI do not suggest authoritative pro- 
nouncements which might only disturb 


good faith, court rebellion or disobedi- 

ence, break under the weight of vested 

interests where the whole national eco- 
nomy is now geared to war. But I do 
suggest setting up as preparation for the 

Council a small body of expert theolo- 

gians, historians and economists which 

might 

“1. Educate Catholic leaders in a sphere 
hitherto neglected; 

“2. Clarify issues on which guidance is 
sought; 

“* 3. Co-ordinate in a supra-national atmo- 
sphere all work for peace based on 
fundamentals of morality. 
“Incidentally, this would open up 

common ground on which to activate the 

Holy Father’s ideal of unity on the basis 

of human and religious interests common 

to all religions. . .” 

Archbishop Roberts indicated in an 
address to the conference that he hoped 
the Council of Bishops would offer an ex- 
ceptional opportunity for discussion of the 
Gandhian technique of non-violent resist- 
ance. 

“The Indian bishops would have every- 
thing to gain by bringing up Gandhi's 
teaching,” he said. 

Dom Bede Griffiths, who is working for 
a synthesis of Gandhian and Christian 
teaching through his ashram in Kerala, 
India and has recently become a sponsor 
of Pax, told the conference: “We must 
assert the right of the Christian to decide 
questions of conscience for himself.” 

During the course of discussion Arch- 
bishop Roberts stressed the importance of 


the work done by Peace News in spreading 
information about non-violence. 

Roman Catholic Universities should be 
urged to consider the research into non- 
violence being undertaken at the University 
of Oslo by Gene Sharp and others. 

The conference, held at Hawkesyard 
Priory, Staffordshire, and chaired by the 
Dominican Prior Provincial, Fr. Henry St. 
John, OP, was also addressed by Mrs. Bar- 
bara Wall, who gave an impressive resumé 
of current views on non-violence; Hugh 
Brock, Editor of Peace News, who described 
the way in which non-violent principles had 
been applied in a number of demonstra- 
tions by pacifists; and by Walter Stein of 
the University of Leeds. 

After examining all the aspects of “the 
nuclear debate,” Walter Stein declared that 
policies of expediency and war preparations 
would have to go. There could be no 
question of continued membership of 
NATO or of providing facilities for US 
missile _ bases. Non-violent resistance 
emerged as the only appropriate form of 
defence. 

Closing what he described as “by far 
and away the most successful and instruc- 
tive conference we have had,” the Prior 
Provincial said that he would be communi- 
cating the findings of the conference to the 
Master-General of the Dominicans. 

Archbishop Roberts is to address a public 
meeting in London organised by Pax, the 
Roman Catholic peace organisation in 
Britain on Oct. 31 at 3 p.m. at the Convent 
of Our Lady of Sion, 36 Chepstow Villas, 
W.11. 


and Conservative imperialism, 2, Labour 
presented no clear picture of capitalism, and 
of the society and culture that capitalism 
necessarily produces, 3, The Labour Party 
has consistently failed to meet the task of 
actively making socialist opinion, 

Besides the new journal, clubs associated 
with the journal are being formed in vari- 
ous parts of Britain. It is also hoped that 
a new library of socialist books will be 
published, the first of which will appear at 
the beginning of 1960. 


The press statement asks socialists to con- 
sider taxing themselves at the rate of 10s. 
or a £1 a month in order to support the 
new journal, 


SELECTIVE SERVICE 
FOR PN READERS 


... though not, we are glad to reassure the 
18—45s, under government auspices, 

It's voluntary service, and for peace, that 
we have in mind. And you are the volun- 
teer we want to conscript. 

Every issue of Peace News includes features 
of quite special interest to some section of 
the sympathiscrs we want to gain for the 
peace movement, 

This week, for instance, there is some stimu- 
lating material for Catholic friends. The 
Editor returned from last weck-end’s con- 
ference at Spode House fired with new 
enthusiasm over the tremendous interest 
in non-violence and practical peace action 
which he had found amongst prominent 
Catholics there. 

This very significant development de- 
serves to be widely known, Will you 
order some extra Peace News for this and 
coming weeks and introduce the paper to 
Catholics, and other Christians, in your 
locality ? 

Watch each issue of Peace News with a 
practical cye. Make it a tool you wield 
in building the better world we all are 
working for, 

Make more and more peace education use 
of Peace News, and write now to 5 Cale- 
donian Road, London, N.1, for your extra 


copies. H. F. M. 


THE VEDANTA MOVEMENT 


Talks by 


Swami Avyaktananda 
DISARMAMENT AND WORLD PEACE 


Sat. Oct. 24, 7.30 p.m, 


at VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT, 
12 Earls Ct, Rd., W.8. 


Please come and discuss this vital 
topic with us. 
Published by Peace News Ltd., 5 Caledonian Rd., 


London, N.1, and printed in Gt, Britain bv Fish & 
Cook Ltd., 135 Fonthill Rd., London, N.4. 
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